Long-gap esophageal atresia: experience with reconstruction in 25 patients.
In a series of 183 patients with esophageal atresia in a period of 20 years, 25 had a "long-gap" esophageal atresia. In most of these cases we succeeded in saving the patients' own esophagus but at the cost of one to two years of intensive treatment. The overall survival was 80%. The result compares favorably with the results of esophageal replacement reported in the literature.